
Terrorism Security and Awareness Orientation (TSAO)  
 
Required of ALL State Employees, including all employees within VDH, and is an 
initiative of the Governor and the Secure Commonwealth Panel.  
 
 
 
National Incident Management System (NIMS) Training 
 
Required for all staff with emergency response in their job duties (EPR and non-EPR) are 
required to take an Introductory NIMS Course (FEMA IS700 or equivalent) 
 
NIMS and ICS training are required as part of VDH's CDC Emergency 
Preparedness grant funding, as well as Governor of Virginia Executive Order 102. 
 
Available multiple ways outlined in the NIMS Training Plan 
 
Online test required by FEMA (alternate available for those without internet access) 
 
Approximate time varies with delivery method 1.5 hours- 4 hours 
 
 
 
Incident Command System (ICS) 
 
Required for employees with leadership or management duties during an emergency 
event. Examples include all Office, Division and Health District Directors, program 
managers, district planners and epidemiologists, all EPR positions 
 
Required as part of Virginia’s CDC Emergency Preparedness grant funding as well as 
Governor of Virginia Executive Order 102. 
 
Multiple courses are available and outlined in the NIMS Training Plan 
 
Please feel free to contact any member of the EPR Training and Education Team if you 
have questions. 
 
Central Region: Rebecca Blenderman (804) 692-0893 
Northern Region: Nancy Fones (703) 934-0624 
Eastern Region: Pamela Blair Miller (757) 683-2479 
Northwest Region: Patrick Bridge (434) 951-6327 ext. 107 
Southwest Region: Becky McCabe (540) 857-7600 ext. 129 
State Office: Meg Ridley (804) 225-4616 
 Suzi Silverstein (804) 225-4606 
 Betsy Marchant (804) 225-4608 
 Sharon Hilley (804) 225-4633 
 Gabrielle Williams (804) 225-4619 



 


